An immune model defined by AIDS.
An immune control system is proposed which is made up of a pair of idiotypic T4 and T8 cells which recognize self-antigen, and a pair of anti-idiotypic T4 and T8 cells which recognize those idiotypic receptors. The protective and destructive elements of the control cells and their induced immunoglobulins are in equilibrium, allowing self-recognition and tolerance. One of the self-antigens monitored by the system is CD4, the T4 surface marker and also the HIV attachment site. In AIDS the HIV attachment antigen is immunologically identical to one of the CD4 control cell receptors. This disrupts the equilibrium of the system causing chronic T4 cell destruction.